Statement of Special Educational Needs.
Name of SENCO- Amy Ingham

Arrangements for the assessment of individual children.
Our aim is to provide for the development needs of each child in the group. Our baseline assessment begins through observations by the child’s keyworker and the views of the parent or legal guardian during the first term of entry. This enables the keyworker to devise an appropriate individual play plan to encourage the child into the next stage of development leading to the early learning goals.

A key worker will discuss with the pre-school manager and the child’s parents or legal guardian if there is delay in development or cause for concern. 

We value parental opinion on the welfare of their child. With parental consent the child’s name will be added to the SEN register. We adopt a graduated response to SEN to suit the child’s needs.

It may be the parents who first express their concern. Where this is the case, the key worker will liaise with the SENCO and will respond to the parents concern by observing the child and taking appropriate action.

The need for action at the earliest point is vital and with parental consent prompt liaisons is sought with outside agencies such as the local education authority and health services.

When required the relevant professionals will be asked and needs can be identified and met in accordance to the special educational needs code of practice.

The nursery aims to work together with outside agencies in accordance to the special educational needs code of practice.

Identification of special educational needs can be made in the nursery or come from a referral to the nursery from social services or the department of health. The child’s parents and the local education authority will be informed if this is the case.

Record-keeping systems for the children with special educational needs.

Record keeping systems are confidential and only the relevant members of staff working directly with the child will have access to the child’s records. The child will be referred to as TC on the observation and record sheets made by the pre-school to uphold confidentiality. The child’s parent/s or legal guardian can see these records with prior warning of one week so that it ensures that the record system is up to date.

An individual play plan together with the aims for the term are planned and discussed with the parent or legal guardian. There is a parental view column so that parents can express their views. The play plan ensures that all areas of development of the early learning goals are covered. Pocket book observations are used to assess the child daily and a summary of observations on all areas of development will be carried out on a weekly basis. This record of information is used to support the evaluation and achievement made by the key worker at the end of the term on the individual play plan.

An additional SEN individual educational plan will be devised for children with special educational needs by the SENCO, and will be made through consultation with the parents.

If a programme of work has been received from the relevant professional, a record of achievement will be made on the SEN record of achievement or records designed to ensure that the pre-school aims to meet the child’s needs.

The way children with special educational needs will be offered a broad and balanced curriculum.

The nursery offers a balanced differentiated curriculum so that children within the setting can progress confidently through the stages of development irrespective of their age or their special needs. All children have equal opportunities and are encouraged whenever possible and appropriate to participate in the activities through the session plan.

The pre-school is aiming for an inclusive approach and will draw on all available resources to create an environment in which the child can progress to his/her full potential.

If the equipment resources or activity for a special needs child is not planned within the curriculum for that day the special educational needs co-ordinator will ensure additional equipment, resources or activities are available to meet the child’s needs. The provision required will be determined on the SEN individual educational plan or withdrawal interventions (outside the main room) during free play

If it is required that a child needs withdrawal intervention and needs support on a one to one basis to follow a programme set by the relevant professional in a quiet environment away from the distractions of the main room activity, we have the use of another room

To respect confidentiality only the relevant staff will be informed of this. 

These activities will last up to ten minutes during the child’s free time so the child can continue to benefit from remaining child initiated free play and adult directed activities of storytime, keyworker and large group activities alongside the child’s peers (please refer to staff protection policy).

The way resources within the group’s budget will be allocated to special need’s work.
The cost of employing a special educational needs co-ordinator, equipment, resources and training is a considerable financial drain on the pre-school. Therefore the treasurer of the parent management committee, bookkeeper, manager or credit controller will apply to outside agencies and charitable trusts for funding in the form of grants.

When applying for a grant the special educational needs co-ordinator will liase with the relevant professional for advice on the purchasing of additional resources or equipment to suit the child’s individual needs.
Links between the pre-school and external support services, including the local authority and voluntary organisations.

Please refer to arrangements for the assessment of individual children for links between the pre-school and external support services.

The special educational needs co-ordinator can offer parents or guardians of children with special needs information on voluntary organisations and support groups locally and nationally.

Accessibility to the nursery

The building has ramps and handrails at the rear of the building for accessibility to the garden areas for disabled adults or children.

Arrangements for reviewing policies and procedures relating to special needs.

Policies and procedures relating to special needs will be reviewed in conjunction with the local education authority and the national standards guidelines when required and annually by the pre-school.
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